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 Meredith, a foreign correspondent, describes the global power shift occurring in India and in China as

computers continue to change the way business is conducted. The U.S. and Europe have lost both low- and

high-paying jobs to these countries, and there are other factors at play, such as the unquenchable global

thirst for oil and massive environmental issues. This is a complicated story because as jobs are lost, cheap

goods are being imported and sold at low prices to American consumers, and some retailers’ stock prices

are rising, to the benefit of workers’ 401K accounts. The author notes, “In this decade, a clear pattern

emerged: China became factory to the world, the United States became buyer to the world, and India

began to become back office to the world.” In this thought-provoking and well-researched book, the author

advises that the U.S. must strengthen its education system, promote innovation, forget about protectionism

or unfettered free markets, and focus on creating jobs.

 

— Mary Whaley


